OHIO DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS RESOLUTION: 
To Establish a Board-Designated Fund for Visitation Assistance

Whereas
from the inception of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), its primary objective has been to “Conserve and promote the unity of the true faith” (Constitution, Article III.1) and,

Whereas
The “true faith” and “Lutheran doctrine” are identical, as our unconditional subscription to the Book of Concord says, and the “true faith” is the “faith once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3, ESV), and our Lutheran doctrine, the true faith, is the Gospel, proclaimed in the Word and distributed in the Sacraments, and

Whereas
In the words of Friedrich Wyneken, “The purpose of this coming together [to form the Synod] was nothing other than to achieve the care, maintenance, and promotion of this unity, both inwardly and outwardly.  The purpose of this unity, to the glory of God and for the salvation of the neighbor, was to bring in even more people through the knowledge of the truth, as the Lord commands us to do, and the Spirit of God who dwells within us accomplishes it.  All the ordinances and regulations that the Synod had established when it was founded were put in place to that end.”

Whereas
The original (1847) Constitution of Synod directed the Synod President to “exert all energy to visit each parish of Synod at least once during his three years of office,” (1847 Constitution, Article VI.A.7), and

Whereas
by 1854, the Synod had grown so large that it was divided into Districts in order that visitation of the congregations would continue, and

Whereas
The LCMS Constitution states that “The district presidents shall…exercise supervision over the doctrine, life, and administration of the office of the ordained and commissioned ministers of their district and acquaint themselves with the religious conditions of the congregations of their district.   To this end, they shall visit and, according as they deem necessary, hold investigations in the congregations” (Constitution, Article XII.7) and

Whereas
The same article states further, that “The [district presidents] assistants in this work are the circuit counselors, who therefore shall regularly make their reports to the district president” (Constitution, Article XII.7), and 

Whereas
the expenses connected with such visitation (travel, supply pastors, etc.) are often borne by the congregations of both the visiting pastor’s congregation and the host congregation, and

Whereas
the congregations of the Ohio District support the District with their offerings in expectation that the Synod’s objectives will be fulfilled, and

Whereas
many congregations are having difficulty in meeting the ordinary cost of maintaining their pastor, program, and physical plant, therefore be it

RESOLVED
that the Board of Directors of the Ohio District establish a Budget line item for the sole purpose of assisting its congregations with the costs of visitation, and be it further

RESOLVED
that one-half of one percent (1/2 %) of the total annual Congregational Mission Support received by the District from its congregations be added to the Fund each year, and be it further 

RESOLVED
that funding for said Fund in 2012 be apportioned by making necessary adjustments in the 2012 budget, and from such gifts as may be received, and in succeeding years shall be a regular budget item, and be it further

RESOLVED
that the Board of Directors and Presidium demonstrate their commitment to this Fund by personally contributing an aggregate total of at least one thousand dollars ($1,000) to a temporarily-restricted fund with the same purpose to initialize this budget line item for the fiscal year 2012, and be it further

RESOLVED
that the Board of Directors exhort and encourage the District President and the circuit counselors to exert every effort in order that each congregation in the Ohio District be visited at least once during each triennium.
APPROVED, March 23, 2012
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