
Learning Balinese: A 
Comprehensive Guide for 
Beginners
Balinese is a fascinating and unique language spoken by the people of Bali, an 
Indonesian island known for its stunning landscapes, vibrant culture, and rich 
traditions. Whether you're planning a trip to Bali, interested in its rich cultural 
heritage, or simply want to expand your linguistic horizons, learning Balinese can be 
a rewarding experience. This comprehensive guide will help you get started on your 
journey to mastering Balinese. But there some people in the Globe still ask about 
where is Bali located?

Understanding the Balinese Language
History and Origins:
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The Balinese language has a rich history and unique origins. It is classified as an 
Austronesian language, a language family that includes a wide range of languages 
spoken across Southeast Asia and the Pacific. Balinese, specifically, belongs to the 
Malayo-Polynesian subgroup within the Austronesian family.

The origins of Balinese can be traced back to Old Javanese, as it evolved from this 
ancient language. It is closely related to the Javanese language, which is spoken on 
the neighboring island of Java, as well as the Sasak language, spoken on the nearby 
island of Lombok. Despite these linguistic connections, Balinese has developed its 
distinct character and vocabulary over time.

Language Classification:

As mentioned earlier, Balinese is a member of the Austronesian language family, 
making it a distant cousin of many languages across Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 
Within this family, it falls under the Malayo-Polynesian subgroup, which includes 
languages spoken in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and the western Pacific 
islands.

Importance of Balinese Language:

The Balinese language holds immense cultural significance on the island of Bali. It is 
not just a means of communication but also a key element of Bali's cultural identity. 
Here are a few ways in which the language is important:

- Religious Ceremonies: Balinese is used as the language of religious texts, rituals, 
and ceremonies. It is essential for understanding and participating in the island's 
unique spiritual practices.

- Performing Arts: Many traditional Balinese dance dramas and music performances 
incorporate the Balinese language. Learning Balinese can deepen your appreciation 
of these artistic expressions.

- Cultural Preservation: As a vehicle for transmitting traditional knowledge and 
stories, Balinese plays a vital role in preserving Bali's cultural heritage.

- Identity and Pride: For the Balinese people, their language is not just a tool of 
communication; it's a source of cultural pride and identity.

Learning Balinese can provide you with a gateway to understanding Bali's rich 
cultural tapestry and can enhance your experience while visiting or living on the 



island. Whether you are interested in connecting with the local community, 
participating in ceremonies, or simply immersing yourself in Bali's unique culture, a 
grasp of the Balinese language is invaluable.

Alphabet and Pronunciation
Balinese Script:

The Balinese script, also known as Aksara Bali or Hanacaraka, is a writing system 
unique to the Balinese language. It is an abugida, which means that each character 
represents a consonant with an inherent vowel sound. Balinese script is used 
primarily for religious and artistic purposes, including writing sacred texts, 
inscriptions on temples, and traditional manuscripts.

Consonants and Vowels:

Balinese has 18 consonants and 7 vowels. Understanding the pronunciation of these 
consonants and vowels is crucial for speaking and reading Balinese accurately. Here's
a brief overview of the Balinese consonants and vowels:

Consonants (Wargas):

1. Ka  - Pronounced like "ka" in "kite."

2. Ca  - Pronounced like "cha" in "chaos."

3. Ta - Pronounced like "ta" in "taco."

4. Pa - Pronounced like "pa" in "pat."

5. Ja - Pronounced like "ja" in "jar."

6. Nya - Pronounced like "nya" in "canyon."

7. Ma - Pronounced like "ma" in "mat."

8. Ga - Pronounced like "ga" in "garden."

9. Ba - Pronounced like "ba" in "bat."

10. Ra - Pronounced like "ra" in "car."

11. Da - Pronounced like "da" in "dad."



12. Sa - Pronounced like "sa" in "sand."

13. Wa - Pronounced like "wa" in "water."

14. La - Pronounced like "la" in "lamp."

15. A  - Pronounced like "a" in "father."

16. I - Pronounced like "ee" in "see."

17. U - Pronounced like "oo" in "pool."

18. E - Pronounced like "ay" in "say."

19. O - Pronounced like "oh" in "go."

Pronunciation Tips:

- Pay attention to vowel length. In Balinese, the length of a vowel can change the 
meaning of a word. For example, "laba" (short "a") means "profit," while "labā" (long 
"a").

- Practice listening to native speakers or recordings of Balinese to familiarize yourself 
with the correct pronunciation and intonation.

- Take your time to learn the script and its characters, as it's essential for reading and 
writing in Balinese.

Balinese pronunciation, like any language, may take time and practice to master. As 
you progress in your Balinese language learning journey, keep refining your 
pronunciation and listening skills to communicate effectively in this unique and 
culturally rich language.

Of course! Let's explore the third point, "Basic Balinese Phrases."

3. Basic Balinese Phrases
Learning some basic phrases in Balinese is a great way to start your language journey
and connect with the local community when visiting Bali. Here are some essential 
phrases to get you started:



Greetings and Politeness:

1. Rahajeng Semeng - Good morning.

2.  Rahajeng Tengai - Good afternoon.

3. Rahajeng Wengi - Good evening.

4. Punapi gatre? - How are you?

5. Nyelang Margi - Excuse me (when passing through a crowded place).

6. Matur suksma - Thank you (used in a polite and formal context).

7. Suksma mewali - You're welcome.

8. Matur Suksma pisan - Thank you very much.

Common Expressions:

9. Niki madan jalan napi? - What is the name of this road?

10. Adan tiang Michael - My name is Michael

11. Dije? - Where?

12. Niki aji kude? - How much is this?

13. Tiang ten nawang - I don't know.

14. Nunas tulung - Please.

15. Sinampure - Sorry.

16. Tiang seduk - I'm hungry.

17. Tiang bedak - I'm thirsty.

18. Ten kenapi - It's okay (used to reassure or say it's no problem).

Numbers and Counting:

19. Siki - One.

20. Dua - Two.



21. Telu - Three.

22. Papat - Four.

23. Lelima - Five.

24. Nenem - Six.

25. Pitu - Seven.

26. Kutus - Eight.

27. Sie - Nine.

28. Dase - Ten.

These basic Balinese phrases will help you navigate everyday interactions, from 
greeting locals to asking for directions or ordering food in a restaurant. Keep in mind 
that Balinese, like any language, has its own cultural nuances and variations in 
politeness levels, so using these phrases with respect and politeness is essential for 
effective communication. Learning and using a few Balinese phrases can go a long 
way in building connections and showing your appreciation for the local culture 
during your visit to Bali.

4. Grammar and Sentence Structure
Balinese grammar and sentence structure have distinct features that may differ from 
what you're accustomed to in English or other languages. Understanding these 
fundamentals is crucial for constructing meaningful sentences and communicating 
effectively in Balinese.

Word Order:

Balinese typically follows a subject-verb-object (SVO) word order, which is similar to 
English. Here's a breakdown of the word order:

- Subject: The subject of a sentence usually comes first. For example, "I" in English 
translates to "Tiang" in Balinese.

- Verb: The verb follows the subject. For instance, "eat" in English corresponds to 
"ngajeng" in Balinese.



- Object: The object, if present, follows the verb. For example, "rice" in English 
translates to "nasi" in Balinese.

Here's an example sentence in Balinese: "Tiang ngajeng nasi" (I eat rice), following the
SVO structure.

Verb Conjugation:

Verbs in Balinese undergo conjugation based on factors such as tense, aspect, and 
subject. This means that the form of the verb changes depending on who is 
performing the action and when it is happening. Balinese verbs are quite intricate, 
with various forms to denote different aspects and tenses.

For example, the verb "ngajeng" (to eat) can change based on the subject and tense:

- "Tiang Ngajeng nasi" - I eat rice (present tense).

- "Krama tiange ngajeng nasi" - We (inclusive) eat rice (present tense).

- "Krama tiange sampun nyareng nasi" - We (inclusive) have eaten rice (past tense).

Noun and Pronoun Usage:

Balinese uses a complex system of pronouns and noun markers to indicate 
relationships between objects and people. The choice of pronoun or noun marker 
depends on factors like politeness, familiarity, and formality.

Learning Balinese grammar and sentence structure may take some time, but it's a 
crucial aspect of becoming proficient in the language. Practicing sentence 
construction, verb conjugation, and using the right pronouns in context will help you 
communicate effectively in Balinese and gain a deeper understanding of the 
language's nuances.

Vocabulary Building
Expanding your Balinese vocabulary is essential for effective communication and a 
deeper understanding of the language. Here are some tips on how to build your 
Balinese vocabulary:

Everyday Vocabulary:



Start by learning everyday words and phrases that are commonly used in daily life. 
These words will help you engage in basic conversations and navigate everyday 
situations. Examples of everyday vocabulary include:

- Greetings: "Rahajeng Semeng" (Good morning), "Punapi gatre?" (How are you?)

- Food: "Nasi" (rice), "Ngajeng" (to eat), "Minum" (to drink)

- Family: "Meme/Biyang" (mother), "Bapa/Aji" (father), "Panak/Oka" (child)

Travel-Related Vocabulary:

If you're planning to visit Bali, it's helpful to learn travel-related vocabulary to 
navigate your trip smoothly. These words and phrases can assist you in 
transportation, accommodation, and asking for directions. Examples include:

- "Bandara" (airport)

- "Hotel" (hotel)

- "Taksi" (taxi)

- "Tulung atehin tiang ke..." (Please take me to...)

- "Dije nike toilet?" (Where is the restroom?)

Food and Dining:

Balinese cuisine is renowned for its delicious flavors. Learning food-related 
vocabulary will enhance your culinary experiences while in Bali. Some key words and 
phrases related to food and dining include:

- "Nasi goreng" (fried rice)

- "Mie goreng" (fried noodles)

- "Nasi campur" (mixed rice dish)

- "Sate" (satay)

- "Nginum teh" (drink tea)

Cultural Terms:



To gain a deeper appreciation of Balinese culture and traditions, familiarize yourself 
with cultural terms. These words will help you understand the significance of 
ceremonies, dances, and art forms unique to Bali. Examples include:

- "Kecak" (a traditional Balinese dance and vocal performance)

- "Barong" (a mythical creature in Balinese mythology)

- "Pura" (temple)

- "Wayang kulit" (shadow puppetry)

- "Odalan" (Temple anniversary festival)

To build your Balinese vocabulary effectively, consider the following tips:

- Create flashcards with Balinese words and their English translations.

- Practice using new vocabulary in sentences to reinforce your understanding.

- Label common items in your environment with their Balinese names.

- Engage in conversations with native speakers to learn new words in context.

Remember that vocabulary building is an ongoing process. As you progress in your 
Balinese language journey, you'll continue to encounter new words and phrases that 
will enrich your language skills and cultural knowledge.

Balinese Script
Writing System:

The Balinese script, known as Aksara Bali or Hanacaraka, is a unique writing system 
used exclusively for writing the Balinese language. It is an abugida, which means that 
each character represents a consonant with an inherent vowel sound. Understanding
the Balinese script is essential if you want to read and write in Balinese. Here are 
some key aspects of the script:

1. Characters: The Balinese script consists of 18 consonant characters and 6 vowel 
characters. Each consonant character is paired with one of the vowel characters to 
create syllables.



2. Inherent Vowels: When you write a consonant character, it inherently includes a 
vowel sound. To change the vowel sound, you add diacritics, such as dots and lines, 
to the base character. For example, the base character "ka" with no diacritics 
represents the sound "ka," but adding an 'ulu' on it changes it to "ki."

3. Stacking: Balinese script allows for stacking characters on top of each other to 
form complex syllables. This is common in Balinese writing.

Balinese Fonts and Keyboards:

To practice writing and typing in Balinese, you'll need to install Balinese fonts and 
keyboards on your devices. This will allow you to type Balinese characters in text 
documents and messages.

1. Fonts: You can download Balinese fonts that support the script's characters. These 
fonts will ensure that the script is displayed correctly on your computer or device.

2. Keyboards: Install a Balinese keyboard on your device's operating system to type in
Balinese characters. This will allow you to create documents, send messages, and 
search the internet in Balinese.

Basic Writing Practice:

Start your Balinese script learning journey with basic writing practice. Here are some 
steps to get started:

1. Learn the Characters: Begin by familiarizing yourself with the 18 consonant 
characters and 6 vowel characters. Practice writing them until you can recognize and 
reproduce them accurately.

2. Simple Words: Start writing simple Balinese words and phrases. Choose common 
vocabulary words and practice writing them in Balinese script. This will help you 
associate the script with meaning.

3. Sentences: Gradually move on to writing full sentences in Balinese. Begin with 
basic sentences, and as you become more comfortable, challenge yourself with more 
complex ones.

4. Copy Texts: Find Balinese texts or passages and try to copy them in the Balinese 
script. This will help you improve your writing skills and reinforce your understanding 
of the characters.



5. Online Resources: Look for online resources, tutorials, or worksheets that provide 
guided practice for writing in the Balinese script.

Learning the Balinese script can be a rewarding experience, as it allows you to access 
traditional texts, inscriptions, and cultural materials in their original form. It's also an 
important aspect of understanding Balinese culture and heritage.

Cultural Insights
Balinese Culture and Traditions:

Balinese culture is a rich and vibrant tapestry of art, religion, music, dance, and daily 
life. Understanding Balinese culture is essential for anyone interested in learning the 
Balinese language, as the two are deeply intertwined. Here are some key cultural 
insights:

1. Hindu Influence: Balinese culture is heavily influenced by Hinduism, and the 
majority of the Balinese population practices Balinese Hinduism. This influence is 
evident in religious rituals, temples (pura), and daily offerings (canang sari).

2. Traditional Arts: Bali is famous for its traditional arts, including dance dramas like 
the Barong dance, Wayang Kulit (shadow puppetry), and Gamelan music. Learning 
about these art forms and their significance in Balinese culture can enhance your 
understanding of the language.

3. Ceremonies and Festivals: Bali is known for its frequent religious ceremonies and 
festivals. These events are an integral part of Balinese life and often involve intricate 
rituals, processions, and performances. Learning about these ceremonies and their 
associated vocabulary is valuable.

4. Balinese Architecture: Balinese architecture, especially in temple design, is 
distinctive and reflects the island's spiritual beliefs. Familiarize yourself with 
architectural elements and their cultural meanings.

5. Balinese Calendar: The Balinese calendar plays a significant role in determining 
religious and cultural events. Understanding the calendar, including its lunar system, 
can help you engage more deeply with Balinese traditions.

The Role of Language in Balinese Society:



Language is a crucial element of Balinese culture and society. Here's how it plays a 
significant role:

1. Religious Ceremonies: The Balinese language is used extensively in religious 
ceremonies, prayers, and rituals. Learning the language can enable you to participate 
more meaningfully in these events.

2. Art and Performance: Many traditional Balinese dances and performances involve 
the use of Balinese language and songs. Understanding the lyrics and narratives 
enhances your appreciation of these art forms.

3. Community Interaction: Learning Balinese language and using it in daily 
interactions can foster a deeper connection with the local community. Balinese 
people often appreciate visitors who make an effort to communicate in their 
language.

Etiquette and Customs:

Balinese culture has its own set of etiquettes and customs. Understanding and 
respecting these customs is essential for respectful interaction:

1. Balinese Names: Balinese people typically have one given name and may not use 
surnames. Addressing individuals correctly is a sign of respect.

2. Dress Code: When visiting temples or participating in ceremonies, it's important to 
dress modestly and wear a sarong and sash.

3. Offerings: Learn about the practice of making daily offerings (canang sari) and the 
significance of each element in the offerings.

4. Respect for Elders: Balinese culture places great emphasis on respecting elders. 
Use appropriate terms of address and gestures when interacting with older 
individuals.

By gaining cultural insights into Bali and its traditions, you'll not only enrich your 
experience while learning Balinese but also show respect and appreciation for the 
local culture. It's a way to connect more deeply with the people of Bali and fully 
embrace the island's unique way of life.


